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May, June, July 2009

May 12- 7 PM
Planting our own hanging planter
All supplies supplied
If you have a favorite planter bring it.
We have found we must change cost to $20.00 due to cost of supplies.

May 23-9AM-Sobeyds parking | ot
Plant exchange and sale

May 30 - 9 AM meet at Scout Hall to car poobring bag lunch
Greenhouse tours: We will be going to Water Valley, Carstairs, & 2 at Crosfield

June 9 7 PM Scout Hall
Speaker: Lila Weisé Growing Roses

June 12 & 13 Garage Sale at Hall
Fund raiser for new Ag Building

June 19
Decorate Parade Float: Theme 100 years of Sundre
We have horses and wagon to decorate and ride on.

June 20 Parade
July 14- Meet at 6 PM at hall to car pool

Innisfail: Brian Bennett; Martagon lily grower and exhibitor
July- Local garden tours

July- Family BBQ

Aug - Bus tour



Black -capped Chickadee (Porus Atricapillus) Ferrell Haug

The hlack-capped chickadee 18 one of our friendliest and hest known local hirds. I you
listen to its calls, you can know what this little black and white bird 1z up to.

In he spring the “dee —dee” song 15 changed to “fee-bee”. Two males may be saying their
“fee-bee-bee™ at the zame time. This means that thew stalang out their own terntory. The
female gives a “tee ship” call at mating time when the hird pairs leave the flock they have
dined with all winter and start preparing their nests in a hird house or hollow tree. She
lays from four to six eggs, that take about 12 days to hatch Both the male and female
chickadees feed the little ones, who are soon out on the tree branches or at the feeders for
thew all day dining. At night they all huddle to gether for warmth.

We have lotsofchickadees because ther good parents and useually hatch two clutches a
vear. Oh yes, if the bird sings “fee-bhee-hee™ a storm may be on the way.

Titne has arrived to start thinking about vour suminer bulbs.

DAHLIAS can be started 1n fats filled with dampened peat moss or soilless mix.

Cur seaon 15 too short for much luck ofplanting directly into the garden. Set plants out
when danger of frost 12 past Set tubers 2in. helow soil surface. Fertilize area a week
hefore planting out with 5-10-5 fertilizer into the first few inches of soil. Fertilize
tnonthly with a 15-30-15. Stake plant when planted. A upside down tomatoe cage works
good.

At three leaf stage pinch out centre leader, this will help plant to bush out. Leave one bud
per stem and you will have larger flowers and stronger stems. B

Be sure to dead head and plants will bloom until frost.

BTARTING GLADS

Warm the croms for about two weeks.

Large croms can he cut in half

Dup in bleach or Iysol at the rate of 20 to 1 before starting.

In mid April lay croms in single layer, root down in water proo ftray with about ¥z 1n.
water. White roots will begin to form 1n about 4 days, keep the water lewil at the ¥:in.. In
ahout two weeks the crom will have developed a good root system. Plant up in individual
pots. Put 1 in potting soil in hottom, place the rooted crom on top, heing care full with the
roots. Fill to about 3 1n. above crotn, lightly tap container to settle the zoil around the
crom. Set in trays and put in west window, until afterthe risk of frost.

IMake trench 8 in. deep in garden Eemove from pots and place in trench, about 4 1.
apart. Cover to same level, gradually add more soil as shoots grow, untill trench 15 filled.
Fertilize with 10/20/20 fertilizer.



TOMATOES

As we all know, growing tomatoes this climate requires time and patiendkeyou choose to
start you own plants, they must be started early in a sunny south window.

Once they are ready to transplant, do not plant theroltse together and cover them with a
good layer of straw mulch which will #| suppress the weeds and #2 keep the soil moist.

Tomatoes need to be pruned often; first eliminate the suckers that appear between the branch and
the stem, just pinch them oullso remove any branches that are brown or wiledhealthy

unstressed plant should put out three branches then a cluster of fruit, three more branches and
another cluster of fruitOnce the tomato plant has reached a good size you can start removing
three branches a week from the bottom of your pl&t.the time the fruit is ripe there will be

no leaves blow that first cluster.

Avoid pruning tomatoes with a knife or other sharp tools, snapping them off with your fingers is
easy and the wound heals ddyc

Tomatoes should be picked just before they start to change ddlemeason for this is the plant
thinks it has successfully produced fruit, if they are left on the vine and it begins to shut down
and produce lesdHowever if the fruit is removedhe plant does not think it has accomplished
its job and keeps putting energy into producing fruit.

Blossom end rot is often a problem with tomatoes, it is caused by a lack of calcdoes not
mean there is not enough calcium in your soil, ratherttp | ant candét absorb it
its needs.One cause of this is uneven watering.

It is said that if you compost your tomato plants in a separate bin in the fall for use the next
spring, it will go a | ong hewatjentstbeyrequiseur e youor

Tomatoes should never be stored in the fridge, yes they will keep longer but you lose that home
grown flavor you were striving for.
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Did you knowi Stats Canada showed a drop in oltendlation, BUT a significant rise in food
costs. Compared to previous years food costs have risen 7.3 perfaest vegetables lead the
way with a whopping 26.9 per cent; and cereal products up 12.4 per cent.

Planting by the moon Crops that produce their yield above ground should be planted during
the Waxing (New moon to Full)During the Waning (Full moon to New) is the time to plant
root crops.No planting should be done on the day of the Full ow IN®on.
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PleasePOT PLANTS AT LEAST 1 WEEK BEFORE

Be sure td. ABEL ALL YOUR PLANTS : color, sun/shade, mature height, spread, dry/moist, and bloom time if
known.

PLEASE DO NOT BRING INVASIVE PLANTS ;
Many of the following plants spread through underground roots or staf@hsan become very invasive and some
will self seed profusely.

Creeping Bellfloweii [Campanula} roots
Baby 6s i [Bysephila faniculata] seeds
Caragand [Caragana arborescens]
Gout Weed [Aegopodium podagaria]
alsok nown as bishopds weed
Lily of the valleyi [Convallaria majalis} roots
Purple Looseetrifé %
[Lythrum salicaria]
noxious weed

the mountain

Ox-eye Daisyi
noxious weed

Common Shasta Daisy
Common Tansiy noxious weed
I [Tanacetum vulgare]

seed and roots

Field Bindweed perennial morning glory
[Convolvulus arvensis]

Seeds and roots

noxious weed

Toadflaxi [yellow linaria vulgaris,
Dalmatian linaria,

spurred snapdragoii]

Seeds and creeping roots

Cypress Spurge
[Euphorbia cyparissias]
noxious weed,

seeds and roots

White Yarrow

You can pick upm30dbstNwW at Joands



SQUARE FOOT GARDENING

WHAT IS SQUARE FOOT GARDENING?
The square foot gardening concept is simple:
Build a raised bed, divide the space into sections of one sq. foot each,
And then plant veg/and or flowers in just the right amount of space you need.
The advantage of this system includes reduced workload, less watering, easy weeding
and easy access to your crops.
1: Layout: 4° x 4’ squares; in good sun, 6 to 8 hours a day.
2: Using 2 x 6’s make 4’ x 4 boxes, to hold the soil, as many as needed. Using
deck screws screw together or use brackets.
3: Aisles; spaced 2-3 feet wide between boxes for walking on. Never walk on
your beds.
4:Soil: dig down about 12 * deep, mix in compost and other components as
needed depending on you soil. Our clay soil needs peat moss and vermiculite
added to increase moisture holding and improve drainage.
5: Add 2 cups slow release fertilizer. Composted sheep manure can be added in
much larger quantity.
6: Mix thoroughly and shovel back into box.
7: Dig in more compost or peat moss each time you replant.
Tools needed for sq. foot gardening are: spade, trowel and pail.
Steps for layout:
Grid: make 4 reusable grids.
Screw 4 wooden pieces together to make a 127sq.
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Using tacks and string make the 4 different size grids.
Step for Planting:
Make bowl shape depression in each grid for watering.
With finger make hole for each seed in centre of depressions.
Depth of hole depends on seed size.
Plant only 2-3 seeds per hole
Water by hand into each depression, using sun warmed water
Steps to encourage Vertical Growing: <

Using 2" conduit, build a vertical frame. elbow
You’'ll need 2 — 7° pieces and 1 — 5’ piece, 2 elbows

Pound the two 7° pieces into the ground 5° apart.

Attach an elbow on top of each. 7 ?

Screw the 5” piece into elbows.

Run string across bottom. h<vel

4
Attach strings to top and bottoms. 4 J, PR o




G EARBERRY CREEK GREENHOUSES
NURSERY & WATER GARDENS

Bedding Plants
Nursery Stock
Water Plants

Pond Supplies

Our 27th year!

Spring Hours: Summer Hours:
May 1 - June 30 July 2 £Sept. 30
9 AM to 6 PM Daily 9 AM to 5 PM Tuesday - Saturday

Located (from Sundre 4 -way stop): 11.3 km. west, 3.2 km. north, 2.4 km west

RR 2 Phone: (403) 638 -4231
Sundre, Alberta Fax: (403) 638 -4793
TOM 1X0 bbcreek@telus.net

www.bbcreek.ca

Planting of Town Baskets


http://www.bbcreek.ca/

